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MINUTES 

January 25, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT   MEMBERS ABSENT 

Mr. Jason Turkish, Chairperson  Mr. Eric Thomas 

Mr. Christopher MacKay   Ms. Jamie Spore 

Mr. Daniel VanderHeide 

Mr. David Mollitor 

Mr. Jeffrey Eischen 

Mr. Ronald Campbell 

 

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ATTENDING 

Mr. Keith Lambert, Director, BCC 

Ms. Hillary Millen, Department Analyst, Administrative Services Division, BCC 

Ms. Sara Leiby, Secretary, Administrative Services Division, BCC 

Mr. Bill Denner, Assistant Attorney General 

Mr. Thomas Quasarano, Assistant Attorney General 

Ms. Stephani Fleming, FOIA Coordinator, LARA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 

Chairperson Turkish called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  A quorum was present at 

that time. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

A MOTION was made by Board Member Campbell and SECONDED by Board 

Member Mollitor to approve the agenda.  (The agenda was amended later under Item 

#7.)  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A MOTION was made by Board Member VanderHeide and SECONDED by Board 

Member MacKay to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2017 meeting.  

MOTION CARRIED. 
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4. EXCEPTION APPLICATIONS 

 

A. PR2017BFD-000018, Ciena Healthcare – St. Anthony – Warren 

 

Ms. Tami Hunt’s exception application for Ciena Healthcare – St. Anthony was 

presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of Section 1004.11.3.1.2.1 

of the 2009 ICC/ANSI A117.1. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member MacKay and 

SECONDED by Board Member Mollitor to grant Ms. Hunt’s barrier free design 

rule exception application for Ciena Healthcare – St. Anthony as submitted.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

B. PR2017BFD-000021, Gretchen’s House Inc. – Ann Arbor 

 

Ms. Gretchen Preston’s exception application for Gretchen’s House Inc. was 

presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of Section 1109.2 of the 

2015 Michigan Building Code (MBC). 

 

Chairperson Turkish suggested remanding the exception application back for a 

hearing before the administration law judge since the matter had not yet been 

reviewed by an administrative law judge due to a clerical error. 

 

Board Member Mollitor indicated that he would not be able to accept the exception 

application even if it had been reviewed by the administrative law judge; therefor, 

he was against remanding the matter back for hearing. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member VanderHeide and 

SECONDED by Board Member Eischen to remand Ms. Preston’s barrier free 

design rule exception application for Gretchen’s House Inc. back to the 

administrative law judge for timely notice of new hearing to give applicant 

opportunity to attend.  (Aye:  Board Members Turkish, VanderHeide, MacKay, and 

Eischen; No:  Board Members Campbell and Mollitor).  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

C. PR2017BFD-000024, Escape Room Zone – Ann Arbor 

 

Mr. Dana Hermann’s exception application for Escape Room Zone was presented 

to the Board for relief from the requirements of Section 410.4 of the 2012 Michigan 

Rehabilitation Code for Existing Buildings. 

 

Mr. Dana Hermann, applicant, and Mr. Glen Dempsey, City of Ann Arbor Building 

Official, provided testimony for the review. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member VanderHeide and 

SECONDED by Board Member MacKay to grant Mr. Hermann’s barrier free 

design rule exception application for Escape Room Zone as submitted.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
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D. PR2017BFD-000026, Trillium House – Marquette 

 

Mr. Matt Treado’s exception application for Trillium House was presented to the 

Board for relief from the requirements of Section 1107.5 of the MBC. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member Campbell and 

SECONDED by Board Member Mollitor to deny Mr. Treado’s barrier free design 

rule exception application for Trillium House since compliance to the code is 

economically feasible.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

E. PR2017BFD-000028, Onaway Area Community School Field House - Onaway 

 

Mr. Tad Latuszek’s exception application for Onaway Area Community School 

Field House was presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of Section 

1104.3.2 of the MBC. 

 

Mr. Tad Latuszek, RA, Trinity Architecture & Management, LLC, and Mr. Rod 

Fullerton, Onaway Area Schools Superintendent, provided testimony for the 

review. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member Mollitor and 

SECONDED by Board Member Campbell to grant Mr. Latuszek’s barrier free 

design rule exception application for Onaway Area School Field House as 

submitted.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Board Representative for Construction Code Commission 

 

Chairperson Turkish designated Board Member Campbell as his designee to serve 

on the Construction Code Commission. 

 

B. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 1976 PA 442, Presentation 

 

Assistant Attorney General Thomas Quasarano provided a presentation on FOIA. 

 

C. Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, Presentation 

 

 Mr. Quasarano provided a presentation on the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267.  

Mr. Quasarano also provided clarification on what is considered “pending” 

litigation permissible for discussion in closed session. 

 

 



Barrier Free Design Board 

January 25, 2018 

Page 4 of 4 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None 

 

Assistant Attorney General Bill Denner recommended the Board remain in open 

session for the update on recently completed litigation. 

 

Based on the recommendation from counsel, a MOTION was made by Chairperson 

Turkish and SECONDED by Board Member Mollitor to amend the agenda to change 

Item #8 to Update on Completed Litigation to take place in open session and remove 

Item #9 End Closed Session.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

8. UPDATE ON COMPLETED LITIGATION 

 

Mr. Bill Denner informed the Board of the final decision from Judge Alexander Lipsey 

in the Regency Square Holdings, LLC vs. Barrier Free Design Board in which the 

Board’s and administrative law judge’s decisions were upheld.  Mr. Denner also 

provided synopsis of the history of the exception application for new members. 

 

Chairperson Turkish inquired if the local building official was notified of the final 

decision and informed of need of enforcement action.  Ms. Leiby indicated she would 

look into this. 

 

9. 2018 MEETING DATES 

 

The Board is scheduled to meet at 9:30 a.m. at 611 W. Ottawa, Lansing, MI  48933 in 

Upper Level Conference Room #6 on March 15, 2018, May 17, 2018, July 12, 2018, 

September 20, 2018, and November 15, 2018. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 A MOTION was made by Board Member MacKay and SECONDED by Board 

Member Mollitor to adjourn the meeting at 11:18 a.m.  MOTION CARRIED. 


